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EPC members –

 

Below is the update on the Housing 2040 Plan. I was also asked to share the Utility Dive article on the Green Building Plan
(City’s adoption of efficiency metric signals less reliance on third-party building certifications | Utility Dive). Let me know if
you have any questions on either item!

 

AND – if you’re subscribed to the Environmental eNews, you already received a note about our new Eco-City Homes
giveaway!  In partnership with EcoAction Arlington, we’re providing programmable thermostats or energy efficiency kits to
everyone who signs up to Eco-City Homes (while supplies last). Programmable thermostats are a great way to save both
energy and GHG emissions. Each programmable thermostat will reduce about 1 ton of CO2e per year!  If you haven’t
signed up for the program, yet, now’s a great time! 

 

-Ryan

 

 

 

The draft Housing 2040 Plan recommendations and strategies were released by the Office of Housing.  (Housing 2040
Draft Recommendations and Strategies 022026).

 

Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF): The Housing 2040 Plan incorporates specific sustainability recommendations – reflecting in
the Plan many efforts and commitments that were already underway by the Offices of Housing and Climate Action.  There
is an upcoming opportunity to learn more and provide feedback about the Housing 2040 Plan this Saturday.  Please
consider attending. Registration is encouraged via this link: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
019be110f4d67453b89cfa14a2574b42  I’ve also attached the meeting flyer. Staff are soliciting comments on this version of
the draft recommendations and strategies through March 22.

 

More details:

 

The EPC, through Yanique and Kathie, provided input during the drafting process. Using that guidance, Housing and OCA
worked to incorporate sustainability and energy efficiency into the Housing 2040 Plan.

 

There is a specific Goal (#10) that relates directly to sustainability efforts, which I’ve pasted below.  There are two
recommendations, focused on improving the sustainability of (1) existing and (2) new housing. Building on the success of
the recently passed Green Building Plan, the strategies include the City providing support for energy benchmarking,
exploring financing, and more. The majority of these efforts will be through the Office of Climate Action and a couple
upcoming programs: Eco-City CHAMPs (Climate and Health Actions in Multifamily Properties) – which will provide technical
and financial resources to affordable housing providers to improve the health and efficiency of properties.  And an
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upcoming Multifamily Challenge Program, which will provide technical assistance to apartment property managers or
condos through the steps to benchmark/establish an energy baseline, set an energy savings target, and develop an energy
plan to achieve those targets.

 

But that’s not all!  Sustainability and efficiency are mentioned throughout the plan, including

Goal 2 (Preserve affordability and livability), Recommendation 3 (rehabilitate housing to improve livability).
Goal 4 (Create rental housing that prioritizes affordability), Recommendation 2 (Strengthen public/private
partnerships).
Goal 6 (Strengthen condo communities to address deferred maintenance), Recommendation 1 (Build capacity
among community members)

 

All in all – the connection of sustainability, efficiency, and affordability are clearly woven throughout this document. The
Housing team has always prioritized these issues, and understands quite well the importance of energy efficiency to
maintaining affordability. This document takes that existing commitment and sets it as clear commitments – both from the
Office of Housing and the Office of Climate Action.

 

If you have any questions please let me know!

 

-Ryan
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